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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
The Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) was established in terms of the TIA Act, 2008 (Act No. 26 of 2008), with the objective of stimulating and intensifying technological innovation in order to improve economic growth and the quality of life of all South Africans by developing and exploiting technological innovations. TIA’s core business objective is to support the development and commercialisation of competitive technology-based services and products.
















CALL FOR PROPOSALs:

CALL FOR INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES AND MODELS TO SUPPORT THE CITY OF UMLHLATHUZE IN AREAS OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ENGLISH AND MATHEMATICS FOR IMMEDIATE DEPLOYMENT IN THE KZN PROVINCE



PURPOSE 
The City of uMhlathuze in the province of KZN in partnership with the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI) and the Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) are currently implementing the Science, Technology, Engineering, English, and Mathematics (STEEM) as one of the District Development Model (DDM) supporting initiatives. The purpose of this call is to invite innovators and technology developers or SMME’s (Innovation Intermediaries) to submit proposals addressing any of the following areas:
· Applications that introduce new or enhanced ways of learning at schools through technology
· Affordable ICT communication platforms for teachers, student and parents taking into account factors affecting rural schools in South Africa.
· STEEM supporting solutions / initiative to increase the performance in Science, Mathematics, English and Engineering outcomes of Grade 12

BACKGROUND
The City of uMhlathuze lies 180 km northeast of Durban on the north-east coast of KwaZulu-Natal. uMhlathuze includes the core business districts of Richards Bay, eMpangeni, Heatonville, and Buchanana in Ntambanana. 
With a total area of 1195 km2, UMhlathuze has a population of 384 449. According to the 2011 Census, the municipal population has grown by 1.45% annually on average since 2011. The City of uMhlathuze's jurisdiction has a number of significant economic sectors, including mining, manufacturing, agriculture, commercial farming, and tourism.
The City of uMhlathuze through the Integrated Development Plan (IDP) process has identified youth unemployment and low skills levels amongst its youth as one of the major threats to Local Economic Development in the City. According to Stats SA, unemployment rate amongst the youth in the City is 40.8%. In order to address this challenge, the City of uMhlathuze launched a Programme called Youth Economic Empowerment Programme (YEEP) which is an integrated programme aimed at addressing challenges faced by youth and STEEM is a component of YEEP. This YEEP Programme is designed to support innovation for inclusivity outcomes in the rural areas of the Municipality. Innovation SMMEs and technology companies with market ready solutions and initiatives that can develop, upskill, and empower previously disadvantaged schools to increase performance through technology in the areas listed above are required to support the implementation of this YEEP Programme. 
CALLFOREXPRESSIONOFINTEREST
The Technology Innovation Agency invites entrepreneurs, SMMEs, and/or start-ups who have created cutting-edge technological solutions that are market ready and have been commercialized and deployed to clients in the following areas to submit proposals:
· Improve educational learning at home and schools through technology.
· ICT Communication platforms for teachers, students and parents, while taking into account issues that affecting rural schools in South Africa.
· STEEM supporting solutions / initiative to increase the performance in Science, Mathematics, English and Engineering outcomes of Grade 12

The proposed technologies / initiatives or solutions must be geared towards or are relevant to addressing the City’s challenges with regards to youth unemployment.  In this regard, the applicant is requested to submit competitive proposals for funding to support the uMhlathuze City’s YEEP Programme. Such solutions must be ready for demonstration and commercialization not a basic prototype or concept. 




WHO CAN APPLY?
· An applicant that has a technology solution and/or product that has been developed locally and already commercialized.
· The technology responds to the following areas of focus:
· Applications that introduce new or enhanced ways of learning at schools through technology
· ICT communication platforms between student, parent and school taking into consideration some of the factors that affect those living in rural areas of South Africa.
· STEEM supporting solutions / initiative to increase the performance in Science, Mathematics, English and Engineering outcomes of Grade 12
· The technology must be deployable at the Amangwe High School and 10 other surrounding schools in the radius between 10km – 15 kms from Amangwe High School. 

QUALIFYING CRITERIA

· Local content: The technology must be locally developed.
· Readiness for commercialization: The technology solution and/or product must be fully developed and ready for demonstration. 
· Use of the technology: To be considered, the applicant should demonstrate how the solution will solve and/or improve the education outcomes and performance of the school.
· 
Relevance and Responsiveness to the Call, the applicant must clearly articulate who their potential customers and or potential product/ technology users of the proposed product and/or technology solution are given this Call. 
· Market Readiness and Track Record: The applicant must, where possible demonstrate that the technology has an existing market and sales plan and costing model.
Furthermore, the applicant must show track record or evidence of prior usage of the innovation by clients that such a technology has been successfully demonstrated before.

FUNDING PARAMETERS AND PROCESS
· Successful applicants will be provided with a once off grant funding of R500K up to R1 million (including VAT) to support deployment of the innovation in Amangwe High School (demonstration and validation activities) of the product and/or technology for a maximum period of 12 months for the actual project execution with the identified customer and end-user through the City of uMhlathuze in KZN.
· Funding will be provided on agreed milestones and project activities.
· Detailed Budget needs to be provided aligned to TIA’s allowable cost guidelines.

APPLICATION PROCEDURE
· Submit a full and compressive Proposal outlining how your technology or services respond to the challenge of education and the objectives of the City of uMhlathuze STEEM initiative as outlined on this call. The following sections must be adhered to when completing your proposal:
· Purpose
· Background
· Understanding the Requirements
· Technology/ Model Description 
· How does the Technology Model respond the requirements? 
· Approach & Methodology 
· Track Record 
· Market Readiness Level
· Project Plan with clear Milestones, Activities, Deliverables and Budget

· Email the above proposal to siphukuthula.khumalo@tia.org.za and Ashaal.roopchan@tia.org.za 
CLOSING DATE
The closing date for applications is 15 September 2023, 17H00.
For further information and enquiries regarding the call for Expressions of Interest, please contact the Technology Innovation Agency, Mr. Ashaal Roopchan; ashaal.roopchan@tia.org.za
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