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ABOUT TIA
The Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) is an entity of the Department of Science and Innovation (DSI). TIA promotes the 
development and exploitation of discoveries, inventions and innovations to improve the quality of life for all South Africans by 
bridging the innovation chasm between research and commercialisation. In bridging the innovation chasm, TIA is an active 
funder, connector, facilitator and enabler.

TIA’s mandate and role in the South African NSI aligns to the role of “Industry Builder”. Industry Builders focus on transforming 

for companies in selected sectors or industries, whilst also investing in the wider support ‘ecosystem’ for innovative businesses 
such as investments in incubators or accelerators.

Facilitate the translation of 
South Africa’s knowledge 
resources into sustainable 
socio-economic 
opportunities. 

Be a leading technology 
innovation agency that 
stimulates and supports 
technological innovation 
to improve the quality of 
life for all South Africans. 

VISION MISSION

Our values are Teamwork, 
Professionalism, Excellence, 
Integrity, Transparency, 
Innovation.

TIA VALUES
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ROLE OF TIA

TIA supports the realisation of the mandate by enabling the progression of ideas across the innovation value chain through:

In bridging the innovation chasm, TIA is an active funder, connector, facilitatorand enabler.

POSITIONING

• 
• Supporting the commercialisation of industry enhancing technologies
• Providing access to infrastructure, enabling innovators to develop new technologies
• 
• 

funding and support 
for innovators 
to progress 
ideas towards 

commercialisation

ACTIVE 
FUNDER

CONNECTOR

Catalyse 
partnerships 
between SMMEs, 
industries, universities 
and science councils 
to develop an 
enabled environment 

for global 
competitiveness

Attract and 

funding for the 
commercialisation 

technologies

FACILITATOR

To reduce barriers of 
access to expensive 

and equipment 
for innovators 
by repositioning 
Technology Stations 
and Platforms.

ENABLER
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South Africa and to enhance its global competitiveness. 

SECTORS WE FUND

Supports the development 

in manufacturing by 
accelerating both the 
manufacturing capability and 

industry, and to increase and 
sustain  competitiveness and 
innovation in South Africa’s 
manufacturing industry. 

Advanced 
Manufacturing 

Agriculture
Supports technologies 
with potential for 
commercialisation and 
that contribute towards 
competitive, sustainable 
and inclusive agriculture and 

This includes improving the 

agricultural technologies to 

farmers.

Health
Supports innovations to 
enhance South Africa’s 
global competitiveness in 
the health arena and to 

value through technological 
innovation in healthcare 
products and services, 
addressing the diagnosis, 
prevention and treatment 
of priority disease areas in 
South Africa. 

Energy
Supports the development 
of an innovative, competitive 
and sustainable energy 
industry and South Africa’s 
transition to a low carbon 
economy, contributing 
to the energy security of 
supply and the creation of 
emerging industries.

Industrial Biotech 

Supports innovations to 

as the chemicals sector 
and various bioprocessing 
industries to produce 

commercial application in 
various sectors including 
cosmetics, mining, as well as 
crop and animal health

Indigenous Knowledge 
Systems
Supports innovations 
to harness indigenous 

with a focus on African 
traditional medicines, 

nutraceuticals, and health 
infusions to serve as a source 
for technology transfer 
and commercialisation 
opportunities. 

Natural Resources 

Supports innovations to 
improve the competitiveness 
of mining, minerals, water 
resources, environmental 
and waste management 
sectors and to foster 
the development of 

technologies.

Information 
Communication 
Technology 
Supports South African 
innovators in applying their 

services and products that 
present high potential of 
establishing sustainable 
social or commercial 
enterprises. 
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WHO WE FUND

Grassroots Innovators 

To support the innovators 
operating outside formal 
innovation institutions and 
have limited access to 
infrastructure.

SMMEs and Industry 

To support businesses and 
facilitate the development and 
commercialisation of innovation 
from growth companies and 

based companies

Science Councils and 
Research Institutions 
To support and facilitate 
the development and 
commercialisation of 
intellectual property from 
publicly funded research 
and development to support 
creation of new industries, 
localisation, industry 
competitiveness. 

UNIVERSITIES

To support researchers, 
students and facilitate 
the development and 
commercialisation of 
intellectual property 
generated from higher 
education institutions.
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FUNDING INSTRUMENTS

innovators with business and investment opportunities.

The purpose of the Industry Matching Fund Programme 

structure of the fund has made the journey of funding and 

The fund supports innovators to advance technologies along 
the innovation value chain, from prototype to technology 

Enterprises (SMEs) to advance their research outputs into 
prototypes and fundable ideas for commercialisation. The 

Technology Development Fund Pre-Commercialisation  
Support Fund

Seed Fund Industry Matching Fund
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INNOVATION SUPPORT PROGRAMMES

pipeline of projects to enable the projects to become sustainable businesses that positively contribute to the advancement of existing industries, discovery 

Enables Universities of Technology to provide technology development services to small and medium enterprises (SMEs). There are 18 Technology Stations 

The goal of the Technology Stations Programme is to contribute towards improving the competitiveness of industry through the application of specialised 

Technology Stations Programme

Technology Platforms Programme 

Innovation Skills Development Programme

Global Cleantech Innovation Programme

01

03

02

04
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COLLABORATION PROGRAMMES

Grassroots Innovation Programme

focusing on developing solutions for 

development and business support.

Technology Acquisition and Deployment Fund

The TADF is intended to promote and enable the 
acquisition and deployment of locally developed 
technology solutions by government to enhance 

challenges. This would facilitate the commercialisation 
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institutions, science councils, industry bodies and entrepreneurs. Collaborations with various partners locally and internationally 

PARTNER WITH US

Universities

Institutions generated/created intellectual property from publicly funded research and development. This is aimed at 

Research Upscale Programme
Supports the commercialisation of research outputs from historical funded research and development entities in 
collaboration with international funders.

Science Council Engagement Programme
Supports researchers, scientists, engineers and facilitate the development and commercialisation of science council 
generated/ created intellectual property from publicly funded research and development. This is aimed at supporting the 
creation of new industries, localisation, and industry competitiveness.

Eureka

Bi-lateral R&D Programme
Funds and supports South Africans who collaborate with international funders

Innovation Support Intermediaries
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CONTACT US
CORPORATE OFFICE

WESTERN CAPE

Observatory, Cape Town, 7925

KWAZULU-NATAL

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Technology Innovation Agency

Technology Innovation Agency

Technology Innovation Agency


