
1 Bioprocessing Platform

TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION AGENCY

Science and Innovation  
Department:

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

science & innovation 

BIOPROCESSING PLATFORM



2 Bioprocessing Platform

The TIA Bioprocessing Platform is a biotechnology facility that support projects that aim to exploit biotechnology in developing 
products and processes with commercial value and application.

The Bioprocessing Platform supports technology development by providing a conducive technical and business environment to 
entrepreneurs and researchers, allowing the development of new biotechnology products and processes through fermentation 
bioprocess or bioproduct development, as well as antibody development for diagnostic innovations within South Africa, Africa 
and beyond.   

The 1000 m2

Umbogintwini Industrial Complex, South of Durban. It is strategically positioned in an area suitable for industrial bioprocess 

specialists.

FACILITY

OVERVIEW
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bioengineering expertise in fermentation, microbiology, and bioprocess development.

SERVICES OFFERED

TECHNICAL OFFERINGS
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FERMENTATION/MICROBIOLOGY 

ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY

These are equipped with data acquisition and peripheral analytical systems suitable for biological control products, amino acids, 
enzymes, antibiotics, and bioactive compounds. The microbiology lab is equipped with modern instruments and is biohazard 
containment level II.

Contract analytical services Quantitative analytical services Environmental analysis

Nutritional value analysis Material characterisation Method development, validation, and 
accreditation

• 
• FTIR
• 
• AA Spec 
• Rheometer 

• 
• Kjelmaster 
• Moisture Analyser 
• Fluorescence Spec
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The Diagnostic laboratory is equipped to support the various Antibody diagnostics and Molecular diagnostics processes.

and characterise infectious diseases using molecular technology. 

In vitro monoclonal antibody production may be scaled up in bioreactors, e.g., CeLLine, FiberCell

Recombinant protein production and molecular biology

DIAGNOSTICS

MOLECULAR DIAGNOSTICS

Automated and manual nucleic 
acid extraction for DNA/RNA sequencing of samplesdetection of infectious diseases

SERVICES OFFERED
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The Bioprocessing Platform derives business value in strategic partnerships, including local and international 
collaborations. These enable and complement the platform’s capability for facilitation of technology development, 
validation and transfer.

The Bioprocessing Platform collaborates with technology developers, commercial entities, funders of technology 
development, Higher Education Institutions, Science Councils, Government Departments, Researchers and 
Innovators, SMME and Cooperatives.

PARTNERSHIPS AND 
COLLABORATIONS

To collaborate and partner with the Bioprocessing platform contact:

customerservice@tia.org.za
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The Bioprocessing Platform is currently supporting client, Sawubona Mycelium, a company that produces various 
mycelial bioactives through a fermentation bioprocess and of extraction particularly of 

the Bioprocessing Platform that received support for successful botanical extract development.  Zuplex successfully 
achieved FSSC 22000 accreditation while being incubated at the Platform and is in the process of acquiring an industrial 
facility and upscaling its manufacturing capabilities. The company has now progressed to cosmetic development and 

Europe, Asia and the United States. 

AfrobodiesTM, is an emerging and privately held biotechnology company that is producing recombinant nanobodies 

coronavirus as well as the South African variant in external laboratories.

The CSIR and the Bioprocessing Platform are collaborating in the soft landing of technology sourced from ICGEB 
aimed for local exploitation. The transaction aims to address diabetes, which is of critical national health concern 
and to expand the country’s biomanufacturing capabilities. The transferred technology will enable production of 

pharmaceutical industry.

institutions.

SUCCESS STORIES
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TIA BIOPROCESSING PLATFORM

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA:

Technology Innovation Agency

Technology Innovation Agency

Technology Innovation Agency

@tiaorgza

@tiaorgza

28 Wharhirst Road, Umbogintwini Industrial Complex,

www.tia.org.za

CONTACT US


