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SOLAR CAR CHALLENGE 

Sponsorships up for grabs to enter 
SA's third solar car race 

COMMENT PRINT EMAIL   |

 

By: Irma Venter
15th November 2011  

TEXT SIZE   

The Technology Innovation Agency (TIA), an arm of the Department of Science and Technology (DST), is 
offering sponsorships to local universities wishing to enter South Africa's third Solar Challenge, which will take 
place in September and October next year. 
 
TIA GM special projects Dr Margaret Mkhosi says universities which are interested in designing, 
building and running a solar-powered car for the race must contact the agency by November 21. The TIA will 
then let them know what the deadline is for formal sponsorship submissions. 
 
"Why are we offering this opportunity to universities? TIA is trying to build a culture of innovation among young 
people and to promote the use of alternative power sources," she notes. 
 
Race organiser Winstone Jordaan says he welcomes TIA's support for the race, which had twice 
seen Japan's Tokai University take the chequered flag. 
 
"It is always nice to see government get involved in innovation projects. We also believe engineering students 
in South Africa can benefit a lot by participating in such an event." 
 
Jordaan says the 2012 Solar Challenge will probably see between eight and ten local teams competing, with 
two corporate-backed university teams already signed up. It is also likely that nine international teams may 
participate, including the Japanese title-holder. 
 
The solar car race is organised by the Advanced Energy Foundation. The event has international backing from 
the Federation Internationale de l’Automobile, as well as the DST, the International Solarcar Federation, 
Motorsport South Africa and the National Energy Efficiency Agency.
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GOLD 1741.05 $/oz PLATINUM 1600.20 $/oz R/$ exchange 8.26
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