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By: Brindaveni Naidoo

( " 16th November 2011

» Sponsorships up for grabs to enter SA's third solar car race ) ) . » . -
An increase in research and development (R&D) spending was critical to closing the gaps constraining South

St b e I e e s Africa’s science and technology innovation, Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) industrial sectors group
= Resgarch, innovation roadmap being developed executive Pontsho Maruping said on Wednesday.

+ Generators & Standby Power o ) ) ) ] o ]
R&D spend was declining in both the public and private sectors in South Africa, which is targeting R&D spend

Industrial Cleani
- S of 1.5% of gross domestic product by 2014, she said at the sixth Southern African Energy Efficiency

= Monetary policy focus remains on hitting inflation target... ™ Convention, in Johannesburg.

* Cimate policy to map out ransition to low-carbon ecoromy = Over the past decade R&D expenditure has grown fivefold from Ré-billion to R21-billion, with the aim of

= 12/08/2011 (On-The-Air) spending R45-billion by 2014.

= .. o . . . .
* SA renewable sector could compete globally - European Maruping said efficient partnerships between the public and private sectors and research consortiums, as well

s Varsity sees reality TV as a way of promoting engineering... &M as funding, would be key to dealing with the challenge.

* Real Economy Report 2 The Department of Science and Technology (DST) pointed out in its strategic plan for 2011 to 2016, that it

+ IDC keen to invest more in NW agriculture, manufacturing & planned to engage with South Africa's financial, banking and business sectors to encourage increased R&D

s Mobile technology R&D gets a boost with DST, Nokia, NSN... &= investment in science, technology and social upliftment.

» High wage increases put brakes on employment growth e The report also stated that South Africa’s contribution to global research output has not grown at the same rate

as that of key emerging economies and some of its international competitors, including other African countries.

She said there was also need for the private sector to ensure a seamless flow of innovations from R&D,
through technology transfer, to commercialisation.

However, the DST report also indicated that the high risk and complexity associated with new industrial
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Latest Articles

Latest Breaking News ~ Breaking News
. SA plans for new CPI, PPI

weightings
= Sasol to build gas-to-power plant in Mozambique
= Renewables sector makes local content pledge as SA...
= South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission
= Rand could attempt 8.10 against dollar
= Rand steadies, yields down as bonds edge up
» Sudan to expand food exports to help overcome crisis
= SA plans for new CPI, PPI weightings
= Sasol to build gas-to-power plant in Mozambique
= Renewables sector makes local content pledge as SA...
= South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission
= Rand could attempt 8.10 against dollar
= Rand steadies, yields down as bonds edge up

= Sudan to expand food exports to help overcome crisis

Popular Breaking News

24 Hours

. 1Week 1 Month South African aerospace companies to

benefit from Airbus...
= South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission
+ IMF cuts SA 2011, 2012 GDP forecasts
= Nampak buys rest of glass packaging business for R938m
= Global research group to release in-depth SA report in 2012
» SA chairs group establishing global energy management...
+ R&D spend crucial to closing innovation gap — TIA
= SA evaluating 53 mostly wind, solar bids worth R7bn, next...
» Local solar water heater manufacturers taking strain
« M&R mulls problem-project options, but new chief sees...
+ Sasol to spend R40bn over next two years; unveils new...
= SA can eliminate poverty by 2030, planning commission...
= SA, DRC to sign new ‘Grand Inga’ agreement
= SA moves to establish ‘Renewable Energy Fund’

development required a long-term approach to strategic public financing that could convert promising R&D
results into innovations that could be commercialised.

Meanwhile, Maruping said there was a rapidly growing energy technology subsector.

“Traditionally, the public sector has played a large role in the sectoral innovation system, but now the private
sector is growing in importance.”

Edited by: Mariaan Webb
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* Big wind turbine-blade mould arrives in Cape Town
= Evaluation of first renewable-energy project bids begins...
» R500m energy-efficiency fund will also support self-use... =
+ Basil Read wins R2.7bn contract to build St Helena's...
= SA evaluating 53 mostly wind, solar bids worth R7bn, next...
= September 2013 set as ‘worst-case’ start date for...

= Malema's suspension applauded by commentators and markets
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