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An increase in research and development (R&D) spending was critical to closing the gaps constraining South 
Africa’s science and technology innovation, Technology Innovation Agency (TIA) industrial sectors group 
executive Pontsho Maruping said on Wednesday.

R&D spend was declining in both the public and private sectors in South Africa, which is targeting R&D spend 
of 1.5% of gross domestic product by 2014, she said at the sixth Southern African Energy Efficiency 
Convention, in Johannesburg.

Over the past decade R&D expenditure has grown fivefold from R4-billion to R21-billion, with the aim of 
spending R45-billion by 2014.

Maruping said efficient partnerships between the public and private sectors and research consortiums, as well 
as funding, would be key to dealing with the challenge.

The Department of Science and Technology (DST) pointed out in its strategic plan for 2011 to 2016, that it 
planned to engage with South Africa's financial, banking and business sectors to encourage increased R&D 
investment in science, technology and social upliftment.

The report also stated that South Africa's contribution to global research output has not grown at the same rate 
as that of key emerging economies and some of its international competitors, including other African countries.

She said there was also need for the private sector to ensure a seamless flow of innovations from R&D, 
through technology transfer, to commercialisation.

However, the DST report also indicated that the high risk and complexity associated with new industrial 
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development required a long-term approach to strategic public financing that could convert promising R&D 
results into innovations that could be commercialised.

Meanwhile, Maruping said there was a rapidly growing energy technology subsector.

“Traditionally, the public sector has played a large role in the sectoral innovation system, but now the private 
sector is growing in importance.” 
 

Edited by: Mariaan Webb

 

 

Topics in this article

City Country Industry Term Person

Latest Articles

Latest Breaking News Breaking News
SA plans for new CPI, PPI 

weightings   

Sasol to build gas-to-power plant in Mozambique   

Renewables sector makes local content pledge as SA...   

South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission   

Rand could attempt 8.10 against dollar   

Rand steadies, yields down as bonds edge up   

Sudan to expand food exports to help overcome crisis   

SA plans for new CPI, PPI weightings   

Sasol to build gas-to-power plant in Mozambique   

Renewables sector makes local content pledge as SA...   

South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission   

Rand could attempt 8.10 against dollar   

Rand steadies, yields down as bonds edge up   

Sudan to expand food exports to help overcome crisis   

 

Popular Breaking News

24 Hours
|

1 Week

|

1 Month South African aerospace companies to 
benefit from Airbus...   

South Africa to support launch of major new US Mars mission   

IMF cuts SA 2011, 2012 GDP forecasts   

Nampak buys rest of glass packaging business for R938m   

Global research group to release in-depth SA report in 2012   

SA chairs group establishing global energy management...   

R&D spend crucial to closing innovation gap – TIA   

SA evaluating 53 mostly wind, solar bids worth R7bn, next...   

Local solar water heater manufacturers taking strain   

M&R mulls problem-project options, but new chief sees...   

Sasol to spend R40bn over next two years; unveils new...   

SA can eliminate poverty by 2030, planning commission...   

SA, DRC to sign new ‘Grand Inga’ agreement   

SA moves to establish ‘Renewable Energy Fund’   

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16 (3 of 6) [2011/11/17 02:59:06 PM]

javascript: Login.show('article.php?params=rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16&a_id=242072&rep_id=1654');
http://www.creamermedia.co.za/page/e-commerce/report_category:website_access
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/subscribe-to-free-daily-email
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-plans-for-new-cpi-ppi-weightings-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-plans-for-new-cpi-ppi-weightings-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sasol-to-build-gas-to-power-plant-in-mozambique-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewables-sector-makes-local-content-pledge-as-sa-unveils-new-green-deal-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-africa-to-support-launch-of-major-new-us-mars-mission-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rand-could-attempt-810-against-dollar-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rand-steadies-yields-down-as-bonds-edge-up-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sudan-to-expand-food-exports-to-help-overcome-crisis-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-plans-for-new-cpi-ppi-weightings-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sasol-to-build-gas-to-power-plant-in-mozambique-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/renewables-sector-makes-local-content-pledge-as-sa-unveils-new-green-deal-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-africa-to-support-launch-of-major-new-us-mars-mission-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rand-could-attempt-810-against-dollar-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rand-steadies-yields-down-as-bonds-edge-up-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sudan-to-expand-food-exports-to-help-overcome-crisis-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-african-aerospace-companies-to-benefit-from-airbus-success-at-dubai-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-african-aerospace-companies-to-benefit-from-airbus-success-at-dubai-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-africa-to-support-launch-of-major-new-us-mars-mission-2011-11-17
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/imf-cuts-sa-2011-2012-gdp-forecasts-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/nampak-buys-rest-of-glass-packaging-business-for-r938m-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/global-research-group-to-release-in-depth-sa-report-in-2012-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-chairs-working-group-establishing-global-energy-management-standard-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-evaluating-53-mostly-wind-solar-bids-worth-r7bn-next-bid-window-set-for-march-2011-11-14


R&D spend crucial to closing innovation gap – TIA

Johannesburg South Africa Banking 

Gross Domestic 
Product 

Industrial Sectors 

Technology 
Innovation 

Pontsho Maruping 

  PRINT  EMAIL  

Hide Comments 
 

Readers Comments

The problem with TIA, the old Innovation Fund and the Department of Science and Technology is that they hot on glamour 
R&D but weak on funding transforming R&D into commercial projects.and essential R&D necessary to get labour intensive 
manufacturing going in poor communities. 
  

 
Greville Wood on 17 Nov 11

Add a Comment

Big wind turbine-blade mould arrives in Cape Town   

Evaluation of first renewable-energy project bids begins...   

R500m energy-efficiency fund will also support self-use...    

Basil Read wins R2.7bn contract to build St Helena's...   

SA evaluating 53 mostly wind, solar bids worth R7bn, next...   

September 2013 set as ‘worst-case’ start date for...   

Malema's suspension applauded by commentators and markets   

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16 (4 of 6) [2011/11/17 02:59:06 PM]

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/johannesburg
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/south-africa
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/banking
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/gross-domestic-product
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/gross-domestic-product
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/industrial-sectors
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/technology-innovation
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/technology-innovation
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/topic/pontsho-maruping
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/sendemail/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/sendemail/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16
javascript:Comment.hideComments();
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/big-wind-turbine-mould-arrives-in-cape-town-2011-10-27
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/evaluation-of-first-renewable-energy-project-bids-begins-as-first-deadline-closes-2011-11-05
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/r500m-energy-efficiency-fund-will-also-support-self-use-renewables-projects-2011-10-19
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/basil-read-wins-r27bn-contract-to-build-st-helena-first-airport-2011-11-03
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/sa-evaluating-53-mostly-wind-solar-bids-worth-r7bn-next-bid-window-set-for-march-2011-11-14
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/september-2013-set-as-worst-case-start-date-for-first-medupi-unit-2011-10-24
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/anc-suspends-malema-for-five-years-2011-11-10
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=76&zoneid=77&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.edprevent.com
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=2241&zoneid=502&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.terrapinn.com%2Fexhibition%2Fpower-and-electricity-world-africa%2F



R&D spend crucial to closing innovation gap – TIA

 Home  Disclaimer
Back To Top  

  <SCRIPT LANGUAGE="JavaScript" SRC="http://ad.doubleclick.net/adj/N5586.131818.DIGITALMARK/
B5792971.6;sz=120x60;abr=!ie;abr=!nn6;ord=4512021759455641600?"></SCRIPT>  

 

   

 

 
 

Multimedia

Library 
Video Clips 
Audio Clips 
Real Economy Report 
Second Take 
Company Profiles 
SAFM Show 
Video of the Week 
Audio Visual Ads 

Sector News

Agriculture 
Automotive 
Chemicals 
Competition Policy 
Construction 
Defence 
Economy 
Electricity 
Energy 

Sector News

Science Engineering Technology 
Telecoms & ICT 
Trade 
Transport 
Water 

Magazine

News this Week 
Cartoon 
Business Leader 
Weekly Features 
Features Library 
Columnist 
Factory Tour 
Project Browser 
Tenders 

About Us

Subscription Info 
Advertising Info 
Letters to the Editor 
Tip Us Off 
About Us 
Website Legal Notice 
Contact 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16 (5 of 6) [2011/11/17 02:59:06 PM]

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=417&zoneid=77&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sanea.org.za%2F
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/website-legal-notice
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/website-legal-notice
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=600&zoneid=489&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nalcoafrica.co.za
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=1792&zoneid=490&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sew.co.za
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=2410&zoneid=492&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ingeniouscareers.com
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=773&zoneid=493&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.investec.com%2Fen_za%2F%23home%2Flending_and_financing%2Fproject_and_infrastructure_finance.html
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/adcentre/en2/adclick.php?bannerid=2302&zoneid=494&source=&dest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.paltechnologies.co.za
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:0
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:1
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:2
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:3
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:4
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:5
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:6
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:7
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/multimedia/tab:8
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/agroprocessing
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/automotive
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/chemicals
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/competition-policy
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/construction
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/defence
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/economy
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/electricity
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/energy
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/science-technology
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/telecoms
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/trade
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/transport
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/water
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/news-this-week
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/cartoon
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/business-leader
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/weekly-features
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/features-library
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/columnists
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/factory-tour
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/project-browser
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/tenders
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/subscription-options
http://www.creamermedia.co.za/
mailto:newsdesk@engineeringnews.co.za?subject=Letter To The Editor
mailto:newsdesk@engineeringnews.co.za?subject=Tip Us Off
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/about-us-1
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/website-legal-notice
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/contact


R&D spend crucial to closing innovation gap – TIA

Image Gallery Engineering & Manufacturing 
Environment 
Metals 

What's On 
Incentives 
Editorial Insight 
Back Copies 

 
Home | Advertisers' Catalogue & Product Listing | Electra Mining | Company Announcements | Jobs

 

 

Any re-distribution of this information is strictly prohibited. Copyright © Creamer Media (Pty) Ltd
Website Credits

sq:0.067 0.24s - 236pq - 3rq

 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rd-spend-crucial-to-closing-innovation-gap-tia-2011-11-16 (6 of 6) [2011/11/17 02:59:06 PM]

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/image-gallery
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/engineering-services
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/environment
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/metals
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/whats-on
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/incentives
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/editorial-insight
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/back-copies
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/advertisers-catalogue-product-listing
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/electra-mining
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/company-announcements
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/page/jobs
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/credits.html
http://www.opa.co.za/

	IKOPDKPFCIDBBAMEHBJNLJINMJMANJAC: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 





