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This template is designed for use by individuals, SMMEs (2-20 employees) to apply for funding from TIA’s Idea Development Fund for technological innovation and should only be completed once the Applicant has fully familiarised themselves with the TIA Fund Application General Guidelines which provides a detailed explanation of the specific inputs to be provided by all Applicants.
NB: Applicants may be considered for funding from the Idea Development Fund to assist with: (i) Idea development, in order to develop a prototype, or prove a critical experiment, and to do initial market research to show the relevance and market opportunity for the prototype or experimental results if developed further (limited to R200 000). including market studies and prototype construction – complete Section A and Section C; (ii)  Idea Development and Intellectual Property (including patent, plant breeders right, design and/or trademark) registration and maintenance costs (limited to R500 000)  - complete Sections A, B and C of this form. 
Text in BLUE colour represents examples or guidelines only and must be deleted in the final submitted application form
	Investment Title
	

	Applicant/ Entrepreneur’s Name 
	

	Current Organization
	

	Position in Current Organization
	

	Telephone Number (land line)
	

	Alternate Telephone Number (cell phone)
	

	Fax Number
	

	Email Address
	

	Total Funds Requested from TIA
	

	Expected duration of funded activities 
	


	Type of Applicant
	Mark with an X

	Individual/Entrepreneur in their private capacity
	

	Principal Investigator on behalf of a Publicly-Financed Research Institution
	

	SMME Company
	


	Application Type
	Mark with an X

	Response to a Call
	
	Specify Call
	

	Opportunistic
	


	Identify the sector into which the investment falls: Mark with an X

	Agriculture
	
	
	Energy
	

	Health
	
	
	Advanced Manufacturing
	

	Industrial Biotechnology
	
	
	Mining
	

	ICT
	
	
	Other (specify):
	


Applications that exceed 10  pages INCLUDING THE COVER PAGES will not be considered
1 SECTION A – Technology Innovation Opportunity

1.1 PROBLEM STATEMENT

Describe the problem, solution, benefit and commercial application of the proposed idea.  (Maximum of half a page, font Arial 11, 1.5 spacing):

	<Please type response here>


1.2 CUSTOMER NEED

Provide a summary of features and benefits of the proposed offering; product, process and services that aim to address the identified customer problem. 

	<Please type response here>


1.3 MARKET OFFERING
Describe your product, service or process uniqueness to form the basis of your technology innovation offering.  Furthermore, define the potential competitors and differences in the solution offered.  
	<Please type response here>


1.4 STATUS OF PRODUCT/ SERVICES DEVELOPMENT

Give a detailed summary indicating the stage of development of your product and outline technical/clinical trials that will be conducted to show that the opportunity will meet the customers need. If proof of concept, has been achieved, provide proof of the result of trial work conducted.
	<Please type response here>


1.5 ROUTE TO MARKET
List stage gate activities with go/no-go decisions required to reach the market with a product. 
	<Please type response here>


1.6 FUNDING AND OBJECTIVES OF THIS PROJECT
Provide a scope of work with the main measurable outcome(s) and the specific final output of the project, including milestone and deliverable, projected budget and timelines.
	<Please type response here>


Table 1: Detailed activity-based budget

	Deliverable
	Milestone
	Activities
	Start Date
	End Date
	Cost/ Budget

	1
	1.1
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1.1.1
	
	
	a

	
	
	1.1.2
	
	
	b

	
	
	Sub Total
	Sum of a and b

	
	1.2
	
	
	
	

	
	
	1.2.1
	
	
	c

	
	
	1.2.2
	
	
	d

	
	
	Sub Total
	Sum of c and d

	TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	TOTAL 


1.7 PROJECT TEAM ROLES & DEMOGRAPHICS
Table 2: Team Roles & Demographics

	Name
	Functional Role (in terms of the implementation plan)
	Gender
	Population Group
	Nationality

	
	
	M
	F
	I
	W
	C
	A
	SA
	Non-SA

	X
	Project Manager
	
	X
	
	X
	
	
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


1.8 Team Qualifications

Table 3: Team Qualifications

	Name
	Highest Qualification

	
	Doctorate
	Masters
	Degree
	Diploma/ Other 
	None

	XX
	E.g:Microbiology
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


1.9 National benefits:

How will your offering benefit South Africa and/or South Africans? Please consider the following, as appropriate to the proposed technology innovation:

Level and potential intensity of: 
· economic impact e.g. contribution to GDP growth, increased taxation revenue, meaningful job creation, increased and value added exports, increased competitiveness of industrial sectors and lowered net intellectual property cost, 

· increased highly skilled capacity & knowledge base and increased capabilities for technology innovation, 

· social impact including improvement in quality of life, poverty alleviation, potential impact in lowering barriers to entry for other South African technology innovations and addressing social priorities such as health, education, safety, housing and infrastructure.
	<Please type response here>


1.10 RISK ASSESSMENT

To what extent will the output of this project create enough value and reduce risk for follow on funding to take the project further
	<Please type response here>


2 SECTION B – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

2.1 STATUS OF THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
Has the IP been disclosed, or published to any party without a non disclosure agreement in place. List all parties who know about the invention and attach NDA’s.
	<Please type response here>


2.2 STATUS OF INVENTOR-SHIP 
Who are the inventors of the IP and who provided funding for the development of the IP and what part of the invention did each of these parties contribute. Are there any agreements with third parties with possible claims to the IP. 

	<Please type response here>


2.3 POTENTIAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY REGISTRATION
2.3.1 PROPOSED NEW INVENTION DETAILS
Please give a technical description of the invention covering what the invention does and how it works (approximately one to two pages). This description must clearly articulate the advance being made (novelty) by the invention over the body of knowledge available to the public at the time of application. (If available, please attach a copy of a provisional/ complete specification as filed at any Patent Office).  
	<Please type response here>


2.3.2 POTENTIAL NEW INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
Describe the protection status of any potential intellectual property where the proposed product/process/service may be protected (patent, design or trademark) for which you seek support. Provide any relevant written legal opinions on prior art, novelty and/or patentability reports as attachments to this application.
	<Please type response here>


2.4 PRIOR ART
If any prior art searches have been carried out, please give summary description of results of these, with proper citation/copies of relevant prior art located. For each prior art item identified, clearly state how this prior art is different from your invention and why the prior art is not able to address the problem your invention seeks to address.
	<Please type response here>


2.5 FREEDOM TO OPERATE
Provide all relevant inputs in respect of Freedom to Operate, i.e. your freedom to undertake the activities proposed and to commercially exploit the eventual product/service, without infringing the intellectual property rights of others, by outlining the position of the proposed product/process/service having regard to the following:

(i) What is the likelihood that your product development would result in an infringement of other Intellectual Property?; (ii) Name similar products/processes/services that you are aware of in the market. Name the company that owns or sells them; (iii) Attach any written legal opinion on freedom to operate, providing a summary below of who conducted the opinion, and the key outcomes/conclusions drawn; (iv) Where searches have been undertaken, list the top five to ten (5-10) most relevant patents found that pertain to the proposed product/process/service offering, stating the source in the table provided.
	Most Relevant Patents Found

	Filing date
	Patent No. & Inventor
	Date patent granted/status
	Brief description
	Region/ territory

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Similar products/processes available in the market

	Name of the Product/process/service
	Available in which countries including South Africa?
	Comapny that owns/sells the product
	Brief description

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2.6 EXPLOITATION STRATEGY
Provide a commercialisation strategy for the intellectual property being protected. Who would be key users of the intellectual property. Estimate potential sales a licensee or user of the technology could realise from the IP.
2.7 PROPOSED PATENT STRATEGY
List the countries/territories in which protection for your invention was/is being sought as well as a brief motivation for the protection sought, having regard to your proposed target markets.
	<Please type response here>


2.8 BUDGET FOR THE PROPOSED PATENT STRATEGY
Detail the expected costs to be incurred for further prosecution of your patent/patent application i.e. (i) Provisional patent application, (ii)Prior art searches, (iii) Complete patent application, (iv) PCT patent application, (v)Foreign patent applications and renewal fees.

	Budget 

	Cost Item
	Date expected
	Service provider 
	Amount

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	TOTAL
	


3 SECTION C: DECLARATION

I declare that:
· I am duly authorised by the Organisation, as applicable, named in this application to complete this form and to sign and submit this declaration, and in doing so the Organisation or Consortium, as applicable, is bound by this declaration. A resolution/equivalent approval mechanism to this effect is available in the Organisation/Consortium records, and a copy thereof will be provided to the TIA on request.

· I have read and understood the TIA Funding Application Guidelines, obtained from the TIA website www.tia.org.za.

· The Entity or Consortium, as applicable, named in this application, has familiarised itself with the Intellectual Property Rights from Publicly Financed Research and Development Act, 2008 (Act 51 of 2008) and understands the implication of this Act on intellectual property funded by the TIA.

· I am aware that there may be further information required by the TIA in respect of this application, and that my failure to provide requested information timeously may lead to a rejection of this application.

· I authorise the TIA to utilise external experts and advisers as part of the application evaluation process, under suitable non-disclosure agreements, as the TIA deems appropriate. 

· The information contained in this application plus any supporting information is to the best of my knowledge true, accurate and complete. I accept that the TIA has the right to terminate this application and/or any project funding that may ensue in instances where the information provided is found to be false, and where instances of fraud are detected.

Full Name: ____________________________ RSA ID No: ___________________________________
Signature: _____________________________ Date: ______________________________________
Place: __________________________________
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