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bone growth, could save patients money and
reduce pain and theatre time
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Novel South African bone-grafting technology has
been patented and could save patients money and
reduce pain and theatre time.

The technology — developed with R16,5m from South Africa’s fledgling Technology Innovation Agency
(TIA) — involves inserting demineralised pig bone into a bone void or fracture to provide a scaffold for
bone growth.

When bone grafts are needed, doctors usually harvest bone from patients’ hips or use a matching bone
tissue from deceased donors, which requires a second operative site or a matching donor.

While bone morphogenetic protein complexes have been used internationally for many years, Altis
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